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 Berne Davis  
Botanical Garden 

Open to the Public 
 Tues & Th. 10AM —1 PM 

 

Docent Schedule 2024-2025 
Each club is responsible for finding 

members to work or finding another 
club willing to trade dates. 

 
11/5 Tidewater Tillers 
11/12    Bonita Springs Trop. Fruit 
11/19 Estero Island Garden Club 
11/26 District IX Judges Council 
12/03 SW FL Orchid Society 
12/10 Royal Palm Garden Club 
12/17 Shell Islands Garden Club 
12/31 Potpourri Designers 
01/07 The Poinciana GC 
01/14 Periwinkle Garden Club 
01/21 McGregor Garden Club 
01/28 Kelly Greens Garden Club 
02/04 UF/IFAS M. Gardeners 
02/11 Gulf Coast Garden Club 
02/18 Garden Club of Cape Coral 
02/25 FL Herb Enthusiasts 
03/04 Crown Colony Garden Club 
03/11 FL NaƟve Plant Society 
03/18 Carissa Garden Club 
03/25 Caloosahatchee Brom. Soc. 
04/01 Bonsai Soc. of SW FL 
04/08 American Hibiscus Soc. 
04/15 Alva Garden Club 
04/22 FiddlesƟcks Garden Club 
04/29 Punta Gorda Garden Club 
May FMLCGC Board Members 
 

Problems/concerns—contact  
First VP Susan Fero: 

SDF40@aol.com 

  
It’s hard to believe that rainy season is over and we’re back in dry season.  
Weather-wise, this year has been challenging to say the least.  Our hearts go 
out to the community and parƟcularly our members in the Punta Gorda area 
who suffered back-to-back inundaƟons from devastaƟng hurricanes Helene 
and Milton. 
 
The Berne Davis Gardens miraculously were not severely damaged – some 
very large branches down, a couple of medium sized trees toppled over, but 
nothing that our intrepid landscape contractor, Nick Gallant, couldn’t handle.  
I’m grateful to the Master Gardeners for their tremendous help in cleaning up 
and geƫng the gardens back in shape for visitors and I apologize to our mem-
bers who had to suffer through a meeƟng room filled with all the plants/pots 
that had to be brought in before Milton.  Hopefully, everything is now back to 
normal. The building did not come through completely unscathed – we 
suffered some minor roof damage which has now been  repaired  
 
We are geƫng into the swing of the holiday season already – our Holiday  
DecoraƟng CommiƩee (see pictures p. 9) has been working hard to make 
many beauƟful natural seasonal decoraƟons.  I hope you will all be impressed 
when you see the final result.  We will be decoraƟng in the gardens and in the 
meeƟng room. The CommiƩee, headed by Diana Pollock and Liz Meska,  plans 
to conƟnue on aŌer the holiday season to make seasonally appropriate       
natural decoraƟons throughout the year.  
 
Thanksgiving and the holiday season will be on us before we know it –  enjoy 
Turkey Day and the holiday season – you can always make really good          
remedial resoluƟons in the New Year! 

Sylvia  
Enjoy but conserve Nature’s beauty and harmony, 

Sylvia Swartz 
President 

 

WWW.FMLCGARDENCOUNCIL.COM 
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GENERAL MEETING PROGRAM — NOVEMBER  8—9 AM  

 

Organic PracƟces for Raising Tropical Fruit 
 

Presenter: Madeline Bohannon 
  Bonita Springs Tropical Fruit Club 

 

G a r d e n  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  D a t e s  
 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
(Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs) 

Nov. 1, 2024 

Dec. 6, 2024 

MEETINGS  FROM 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
 

Garden Council Headquarters 
2166 Virginia Ave. 

Fort Myers, FL 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

For All Society and Club Members. 

Please invite a spouse or friend . 

ALL are Welcome ! 
Garden Council Headquarters 
MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND FRIDAY 

 EVERY OTHER MONTH  

SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY 

 

Meeting Location: 

 

Garden Council Headquarters 

2166 Virginia Ave.  

Fort Myers 

HOSPITALITY:  9:00 AM to 9:30 AM 

        MEETING:       9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

       Edison - Ford  Winter Estates  
                                                                2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers FL  33901 

                                                                       Web: EdisonFord.org 

 
Social Events 

 
 Nov. 23-24   Autumn Garden Festival 
 Dec. 7-8 Bromeliad Sale 
 Feb. 8-9 Spring Garden Festival 
 April 12 Grow FM Workshops & 
          Plant Sale 
 

 
Monthly Garden Talks 

 
 Nov 9    Grow a Tropical Tea Garden 
 Dec 14   HoHoHo Big Belly Plants 
 Jan 11   Cycads, Living Dinosaurs 
  

Saturdays 10AM 
See Website for details 

HEED THE SIREN CALL! 
 
The NominaƟng CommiƩee  for the 2025-2027 Slate of Officers is now in session. The Com‐
miƩee comprises Judy Francino, former Garden Council President, Mary Yeomans, President, 
Punta Gorda Garden Club, and Liz Ingram, President, Alva Garden Club.  You may get a call to 
serve—if you do, please consider the request posiƟvely  Each new member of the Board         
expands the capability of the Council—so if you get the call, please say ’yes’!  
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS 

GARDEN CLUB OF CAPE CORAL 
 

We held our first meeƟng of the new season on our new meeƟng day, Tuesday. on September 10 at our new 
meeƟng place, The Epiphany Episcopal Church.  We had a wonderful turnout and everyone brought an           
appeƟzer, entrée or dessert to share.  It was so nice to get together with everyone again.  

 

Several members of the club aƩended the District IX Fall meeƟng in 
Lakeland on Oct. 15.  We had a wonderful Ɵme, meeƟng members 
of other clubs and supporƟng Susan Lawson, District IX President, 
who is a member of our garden club.  

 

The Garden Club of Cape Coral parƟcipated in the Tropical Plant Sale at Rotary Park in Cape Coral on Saturday, 
Oct. 19.  Despite the ravages Hurricane Milton wrought on some of the plants that members had grown for the 
sale, the resulƟng income was very  graƟfying, slightly exceeding 2024 even though we had fewer plants.  In 
one way, Milton was responsible for this because many people came to the sale seeking replacements for 
plants they had lost in the storm.  We also had a thriŌ booth that just about sold out.  The club's new Arts & 
CraŌs CommiƩee also sold some of their craŌ/art items.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Our first Fun with Flowers work-
shop of the season which is open 
to  all comers, took place on Oct. 
18 at the Garden Council Build-
ing.  Fun with Flowers has become 
a very popular event both with 
our members and  the               
community.  The income from 
these workshops funds our Cups 
of Cheer garden therapy program, 
when members of the club visit a 
local senior residenƟal facility and 
make simple floral arrangements 
in mugs or teacups with the resi-
dents. The next Fun with Flowers 
session will take place on Friday, 
November 22nd.  The registraƟon 
form is available on our website. 

GCCC member, Rachele 
Epp made friends with the 
Park’s resident Tortoise 
who made the rounds of 
all the vendors in the park 
– very slowly! 
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS 

GARDEN CLUB OF CAPE CORAL—conƟnued 
 
We will be parƟcipaƟng in the upcoming Cape Coral Arts FesƟval taking 
place on January 11-12, 2025—to promote our annual big fundraiser, 
March in the Park  which this year is moving to a new venue—Rotary 
Park, 5505 Rose Garden Rd., Cape Coral.  We will be selling opportunity 
Ɵckets as well as spreading the news about our amazing Garden 
Club.  Hope to see you both at the Show and at March in the Park! 
 

THE POINCIANA GARDEN CLUB—the club meets second Tuesday monthly, 9:30 to 11 AM at FMLCGC.  
 
Our Trash Off Trails Project: 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Details of our upcoming fundraiser below: 
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS—conƟnued 

PUNTA GORDA GARDEN CLUB 
 
Members have been packaging seeds for the new Seed Library that is soon to be announced at the Punta    
Gorda CharloƩe Library.  Library members will be able to choose vegetable, herb, and/or flower seeds to take 
home and plant in their gardens, hopefully encouraging folks to take up gardening for food, pollinators, and 
beauƟficaƟon! 
 
In September six members of PGGC traveled to the Lemon Bay Wildflower Preserve for a guided tour. This area 
was once a golf course, but is now a members-only preserve that includes six ponds that have been                
reconfigured to serve in the “cleaning” of water before it makes its way to Lemon Bay.  Invasive plants have 
been removed and naƟves have been planted providing a large area for buƩerflies and other pollinators. 
 
Our September, meeƟng included a program enƟtled “Growing Oysters for Our Harbor’s Health.”  Representa-
Ɵves from CharloƩe Harbor Environmental Center explained the importance of oysters and the details of a pro-
ject for replenishing oyster beds in the harbor using verƟcal oyster gardens.  Members assembled these strings 
of oysters to be hung on docks  and later moved to a new reef in CharloƩe Harbor. 
 
Club members parƟcipated in the InternaƟonal Coastal Cleanup aŌer Hurricane Helene, picking up lots of de-
bris and liƩer in the area around Fisherman’s Village and Gilchrist Park.  And aŌer Milton hit downtown Punta 
Gorda so hard the club should probably repeat this event! 
 
Sadly, Hurricane Helene resulted in damage to many buildings in downtown Punta Gorda, including the homes 
scheduled to be a part of the Holly Days Home Tour, so the event has been cancelled for this year.  Milton has 
caused even more damage, so we aren’t sure if we will be able to have a holiday market or not.  Our hearts go 
out to those who lost personal property, cars, and homes to both of these storms.   
 
We are sponsoring FFGC’s  'Digging it" HorƟculture /series, Unit 1 - HorƟculture Basics -  Instructor: Tina 
TuƩle, FFGC President. 

When: Wednesday, Jan 22, 9:30 AM - 2 PM 

Where: CharloƩe Community FoundaƟon, 227 Sullivan St., Punta Gorda.   

RegistraƟon opens in October.  Cost is $25 and includes instructor fees, plant samples and handbook materials.  

Visit FFGC’s Calendar page to register.  

The Club will also be offering units 1-6 of NGC's Floral Design series in January and February on Tuesdays. De-
tails on page 6. 
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PUNTA GORDA GARDEN CLUB is also sponsoring the following: 
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS—conƟnued 

Our “frighƞul” Halloween Pumpkin social Oct. 25 was well aƩended by members from several clubs and plant 
socieƟes.  The craŌ, a decoupaged kilner jar, gliƩered and filled with fairy lights  - so appropriate for the up-
coming holiday season. Join us on Monday, Dec. 26 for our Holiday social and cookie exchange.  There will be 
another fun craŌ project dreamt up by Susan Lawson, our Social chair and her able assistant, Pam Signorelli.  
Sign-up sheets are always on the table near the  secondary exit door in the meeƟng room.  
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Holiday DecoraƟng CommiƩee: 
 
Garden Council First Holiday DecoraƟons    
CommiƩee Workshop  
 
President Sylvia introduced the two Co-Chairs of 
the CommiƩee, Diana Pollock and Elizabeth  
Meska, (both members of The Poinciana Garden 
Club). Twenty-one people came and many 
brought baskets and bags of wonderful natural 
plant material. All of the tables under the 
meeƟng room windows were filled with goodies 
like dry bamboo, leaves, grasses – even sea 
shells. Small BBQ skewers were made into stars 
and 12”  pieces of bamboo were made into large 
stars. Many people took materials home to      
create more decoraƟons and will be sending in photos to Elizabeth and Diana.  
 
If you want to help decorate, join us on Tuesday November 19th at 9:30 AM. If you have dried seed pods bring 
them (Hong Kong Orchid Tree, Allamanda, , Earleaf Acacia seed pods, etc.)  
 
Link to video of Garden Council Holiday DecoraƟons CommiƩee First Workshop 
Garden Council Holiday DecoraƟons CommiƩee Workshop Sept 3, 2024 - YouTube 

SpoƩed at the Classic Caladiums Open House In Lake Placid! 
 
Susan Lawson, District IX Director , and Sue Fero, 1st VP of the Fort Myers-Lee County Garden 
Council, pictured at the Classic Caladiums Open House on September 6, 2024.  
 
 Sue and Sue admiring a big basket of  
         Caladiums and mixed flowers. 

Bob Hartman, owner of Classic Caladiums with Sue                 
Lawson.  Bob, who  was the keynote speaker at District IX ’s 

Spring MeeƟng, generously donated hundreds of caladium bulbs 
for centerpieces, prizes, etc.  Thank you Bob!  



     See Website for details 
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BERNE DAVIS GARDEN UPDATE 
Carole Kerns, Assistant Garden Manager 

During the summer, the garden enjoyed an abundance of rain, turning it into a lush tropical      
paradise. Then the threat of Hurricane Milton spurred volunteers into acƟon.  Our hurricane      
heroes, Nick Gallant and Sylvia Swartz, took all plants that could be moved into the meeƟng room.  
As the master gardener volunteers (MGVs) surveyed the garden aŌer the storm, we were relieved 
to see that the damage was minimal compared to that incurred during Hurricane Ian.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now busy trimming, weeding, and geƫng the garden ready for our busy winter season.  
We are  open for visitors two days a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM.  
MGVs are also available to conduct scheduled and walk-in tours. Why not bring along friends and 
family when they visit! Guided or self-guided tours are available.  
 
The week following Milton, MGV’s, under the leadership of Nora Pearson, planted caladium bulbs 
in approximately 70 pots. They are beginning to sprout and, once mature, will be repoƩed along 
with a poinseƫa in decoraƟve pots for an  FMLC Garden Council Holiday fundraiser. Junior Garden 
Club members will parƟcipate in planƟng the poinseƫas. Many thanks to Nora Pearson, Beth 
Meehan, and Sandy Troy for their help and guidance during this project. More details of the fund-
raiser will be available at the Council meeƟng on November 8.  

Help Needed—if you enjoy working with young children, our Junior Garden Club needs another 
adult helper. The JGC meets on the 2nd Monday, November to May at 2:45 PM for a couple of 
hours.  The volunteer may need to be veƩed since young children are involved.  Contact Presi-
dent Sylvia 239-339-3778 for more informaƟon.                                                  

FMLCGC Dates to Remember 

 

Bonsai Society of SW Florida   Annual Show and Sale    Nov. 16-17, 2024 
Periwinkle Garden Club   Fundraising AucƟon and Sale   Tues. Nov. 19, 2024 
The Poinciana Garden Club   Trash off Trails     Sat. Nov. 21, 2024 
The Poinciana Garden Club   Annual Plant and Yard Sale   Sat. Nov. 23, 2024 
Garden Club of Lehigh Acres   Cups of cheer and Joy    Wed. Dec. 4, 2024 
Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society  Annual Plant Sale    Dec. 7-8, 2024 
FMLCGC Holiday Social   Holiday Party and Cookie Exchange  Fri. Dec. 16, 2024 
SW Florida Fiddlers    Concert in the Garden    Tue. Dec. 17, 2024 

Just two of the orchids currently             
in bloom in the gardens 
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Three significant hurricanes in one year, Debbie on August 5, Helene on September 23 and Milton on Oct 5 - 
that is a lot for us and our environment to handle. But I am not telling you anything you don’t know. Much of 

southwest Florida is sƟll recovering from hurricane Ian in 2022. 
AŌer Ian the Cape Coral Fire Chief said the state was sƟll recover-
ing from hurricane Charlie in 2005. It takes years to get everything 
repaired, insurance issues to be seƩled as well as geƫng FEMA’s 
final approval.  
 
A big issue with Debby and Milton was and sƟll is storm water run-
off. The runoff to rivers and lakes comes from areas that aren’t 
close to the larger bodies of water. The runoff to Lake Okeecho-
bee comes from the Kissimmee River  - which starts near Orlando - 
plus east and west of the river. AŌer Milton, Lake Okeechobee 
rose half a foot. The lake could rise another foot before it is over. 
This could mean harmful releases to the Caloosahatchee and St. 
Lucie rivers. Because of this the Calusa WaterKeeper is ramping up 
tesƟng for red Ɵde and polluƟon.  
 
 

 
 
A few county parks and beaches are open. Most are not. Check with the county to find which are open. The 
county and ciƟes have started debris pick up and tell us to be paƟent. Sanibel CapƟva ConservaƟon Founda-
Ɵon (SCCF) has begun clearing debris from the area and buildings that were affected. 
 
Many plants were damaged. There are a lot of brown leaves on plants, trees and the ground. Don’t prune 
plants and trees for a while, unless a limb is in danger of causing damage to a structure or person. Give the 
plants a chance to recover. A lot of them will begin to produce new leaves. Give them Ɵme. 
 
Hope you all, your families, pets and possessions are OK. Thank goodness we are nearing the end of hurricane 
season 2024. Fingers crossed that Milton was the last for a very long Ɵme! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
Carolyn France 

  Nov 8, 2024  The Garden Club of Lehigh Acres 
  Jan 10, 2025 The Punta Gorda Garden Club 
  Mar 14, 2025 The Bonsai Society of SWFL 
  May 9, 2025 The FL NaƟve Plant Society

Fort Myers Beach 
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HORTICULTURAL TIDBITS 
 Wendy Sprague 

Your Board Members 2023-2025 
 

President: Sylvia Swartz 
Tel: 239-339-3778  
Email: tamargal2@aol.com 

First VP: Susan Fero 
Tel:518-496-2133 
Email: sdf40@aol.com 

Second VP: Wendy Sprague 
Tel: 239-728-6543 
Email:ibseafox@aol.com 

Recording Sec: Paula Smith 
Tel: 412-915-1517 
Email: pacmss2023@gmail.com 

Corresponding Sec: Sylvia Lightbody 
Tel: 239-233-5634 
Email: slightbody@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Ria Benton 
Tel:239-478-8560 
Email: mjbenton51@gmail.com 

How to handle Hurricane damaged plants?    
 
If you have severe wind and salt damage you may want to cut it back plants and ferƟlize.  However, according 
to UF/iFAS Sarasota County, many ferƟlizers are delivered as soluble salts and can exacerbate salinity issues 
and make the outcome worse.  Instead, try top dressing with compost and Florida-Friendly mulch to help   
replace nutrients without the risk of further salt damage.   
 
 
Trees that are not too badly damaged can be cut back and may   
recover.  Cut back small branches and  damaged limbs up to 4”    
diameter.  Your tree may recover in a year.  More good advice from 
UF/IFAS at   hƩps://gardeningsoluƟons.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-
and-shrubs/trees/restoring-trees/    
 
 
UF IFAS has tons of informaƟon online about clean up aŌer a       
hurricane, beginning with hƩps://gardeningsoluƟons.ifas.ufl.edu/
plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/cleaning-up-aŌer-a-hurricane/ 
 

 

And the bees?  How are they faring aŌer a hurricane?  Strong winds 
and tropical rains may have washed and blown away much of the    
pollen and nectar, leaving them starving.  Beekeepers are feeding their 
bees sugar/water simple syrup to get them through this lean Ɵme.  
Gardeners can fill their hummingbird feeders, which will feed the bees 
also.  Plant some annuals to get them (and you) going again.            
Gaillardias, marigolds, sunflowers, pentas, basil, cilantro,   oregano, 
rosemary and mint in bloom will help them out unƟl our plants and 
shrubs recover and they can resume their regular  feeding. 


