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Berne Davis
Botanical Garden

Open to the Public

Sept. Tuesdays 9 - Noon
Oct. Tues & Th. 10AM —1 PM

Each club is responsible for finding
members to work or finding another
club willing to trade dates.

Docent Schedule 2024-2025
Oct. FMLCGC Board members
11/5 Tidewater Tillers
11/12 Bonita Springs Trop. Fruit
11/19 Estero Island Garden Club
11/26 District IX Judges Council
12/03 SW FL Orchid Society
12/10 Shell Islands Garden Club
12/17 Royal Palm Garden Club
12/31 Potpourri Designers
01/07 The Poinciana GC
01/14 Periwinkle Garden Club
01/21 McGregor Garden Club
01/28 Kelly Greens Garden Club
02/04 UF/IFAS M. Gardeners
02/11 Gulf Coast Garden Club
02/18 Garden Club of Cape Coral
02/25 FL Herb Enthusiasts
03/04 Crown Colony Garden Club
03/11 FL Native Plant Society
03/18 Carissa Garden Club
03/25 Caloosahatchee Brom. Soc.
04/01 Bonsai Soc. of SW FL
04/08 American Hibiscus Soc.
04/15 Alva Garden Club
04/22 Fiddlesticks Garden Club
04/29 Punta Gorda Garden Club
May FMLCGC Board Members

Problems/concerns—contact
First VP Susan Fero:

SDF40@aol.com

President’s Message

Welcome to Season 2024-2025!

Here we are, at the beginning of a new season—full of high hopes for what the
months ahead may bring. This season, we welcome three new members:
Tidewater Tillers, Bonita Springs Tropical Fruit Club, and The Calusa Water-
Keeper. We look forward to getting to know you and having you become in-
volved with the Garden Council and its activities. Watch

out for the date of our Presidents’ Meet & Greet!

We have a wonderful new addition to the garden—The
Bonsai Society generously donated and installed a magnif-
icent Torii Gate in the Pollinator Walkway of the Larchmont
Entrance. It will be a real magnet in attracting visitors.

On a more solemn note, as our building and structures age, we are encountering
an ever increasing number of repair bills so | am so pleased to welcome Alex
Bremner, President of Periwinkle Garden Club, as our new chair of Ways and
Means. She and her committee (yet to be recruited—interested??) have a big task
ahead of them, exploring the path of fund raising for a non-profit organization
that has been somewhat dormant in that area in late years. As you will read on p.
5, the last big push on fund raising was by President Ena McGrattan and her imme-
diate successors, whose efforts funded the establishment of our beautiful gardens.

Our gardens continue to evolve under the loving care of our team of volunteer
Master Gardeners, led by Manager Margaret Walker, and Assistant Manager,
Carole Kerns. The latest upgrade to the gardens is the installation of a small palm
garden where the Jacaranda tree used to stand. Happy gardening everyone!

Sylvia

Enjoy but conserve Nature’s beauty and harmony,

Sylvia Swartz
President

WWW.FMLCGARDENCOUNCIL.COM
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Garden Council Meeting Dates

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS

(Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs)

Sept. 6, 2024
Oct. 4, 2024

MEETINGS FROM 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Garden Council Headquarters
2166 Virginia Ave.

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING

For All Society and Club Members.
Please invite a spouse or friend .
ALL are Welcome !

Garden Council Headquarters

MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND FRIDAY
OF EVERY OTHER MONTH
SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY
Location :
Garden Council Headquarters
2166 Virginia Ave.

HOSPITALITY: 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM
MEETING: 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM
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PROGRAM

GENERAL MEETING— SEPTEMBER 13th 9 AM:

History of Water Management in SW FL—The Good, the Bad
. . . And the Ugly!

Presenter: Phil Flood, SW FL Water District

Don’t forget to pick up and sign for your 2024-2025 Garden Council
Yearbooks! They will be available in the Meeting Room
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JLdison - oford Wiinter fstates

2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers FL 33901

Web: EdisonFord.org

Monthly Garden Talks

Nov 9 Grow a Tropical Tea Garden
Dec 14 HoHoHo Big Belly Plants
Cycads, Living Dinosaurs

Jan 11

Saturdays 10AM
See Website for details

Don’t forget to visit the Garden Shoppe!

Oct. 12-13
Nov. 23-24
Dec. 7-8
Feb. 8-9
April 12

Social Events

Orchid Symposium

Autumn Garden Festival

Bromeliad Sale

Spring Garden Festival

Grow FM Workshops &
Plant Sale

See Website for details
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS

GARDEN CLUB OF CAPE CORAL

Members of the Garden Club of Cape Coral stay in touch
through summer get-togethers at local restaurants This sum-
mer, thanks to the effort of Summer Social organizer, Debbie
Cooper, they have enjoyed food and camaraderie at Finns, Big 8
Barbeque, and Hurricane Grill and Wings, and NeverMind.

The Club has happily accepted another civic project in the shape of the
City of Cape Coral’s All Native Pollinator Garden at the new Sands Park
located at the far west end of Cape Coral Parkway. Members gathered
early in the summer to plant native pollinators and maintain the
garden. They were thrilled that a former winner of one of the Club’s
Marty Ward Merit Awards, Raina Diaz, joined the group to help.

THE POINCIANA GARDEN CLUB

Do you have good condition mugs you would like to
donate to The Poinciana Garden Club for our award-
winning community service project Cups of Cheer? We
so appreciate our two chairs of the project, Darlene
Tompkins and Ellen Chadwick. Every year they lead our
club in making small flower arrangements in mugs and
donate them for Valentine’s Day to Hope Hospice and
Hope Senior Day Care in Lehigh Acres. If you have
mugs you wish to donate, call Sandy Troy 239-994-

8147 or drop them off at the FMLC Garden Council.
Cups of Cheer Feb 13, 2024 - donated to Hope Hospice

& Senior Day Care
Thank you to
our crafty Club members! Our crafty members sold handmade
items at club meetings last year at the FMLCGC and donated 10
percent of their sales to the club. Our artists in the club take
special orders year around. Total donations from crafts last year
were $200. Our September 10" meeting will be Christmas
Shopping month, members bring your crafts to sell. (Oct/Nov field
trips). Bring a friend.

The Poinciana Garden Club Trash Off Trails Project

Our latest Trash Off Trails walk hauled in more than 30 bags of trash collected at
Billy Creek Preserve. Other garden clubs’ members always welcomed. The next
Trash Off Trails event will be Thursday September 19" at Caloosahatchee Creeks
Preserve (East) 10130 Bayshore Rd, North Fort Myers across from ECHO. Ques-
tions call Sandy Troy Pennington, 239-994-8147.

Poinciana meets second Tuesday monthly, 9:30 to 11 AM at FMLCGC).
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MEMBER EVENTS/HAPPENINGS—continued

PUNTA GORDA GARDEN CLUB

Garden Week Celebration!

Two tables were covered with donated plants, bulbs, seeds, and rooted
cuttings at the library on June 7th in an effort to bring attention to National
Garden Week. Many library patrons stopped to learn about the club, read the
educational exhibits, and chose something to plant at home. It was a positive
experience for all involved!

Veterans Park Cleanup

Nine PGGC members helped clean out several beds at Veterans Park near the
Vietnam Wall in Punta Gorda on May 17th. The club had been contacted for help
in clearing out dead and overgrown bushes and bromeliads. The group worked
hard and left the beds ready for planting and mulching, which took place on June
14th (Flag Day!) with six members lending a hand once again. The area is now
one in which the city can take pride.

FFGC 'Digging it" Horticulture /series, Unit 1 - Horticulture Basics - Instructor: Tina Tuttle, FFGC President
Wednesday, Jan 22, 9:30 AM - 2 PM, Charlotte Community Foundation, 227 Sullivan St., Punta Gorda. Registra-

tion opens in October. Cost is $25 and includes instructor fees, plant samples and handbook materials. The
Club will also be offering units 1-6 of NGC's Floral Design series in January and February on Tuesdays.

EVENTS IN THE GARDEN

Happy Occasion in the Garden
The gardens were witness to a very happy event on June 22, when local resident

Justin Duarte proposed to his girlfriend Halie Montano. The gazebo was beautifully
decorated for the occasion by members of both families.

The gardens are available for photo shoots by prior arrangement and for a fee.
Contact President, Sylvia Swartz.

SW Fiddlers playing in the
Gazebo—come here them
play on Tuesday,
December 17, 10 AM
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE BERNE DAVIS BOTANICAL GARDEN
Nora Pearson, Master Gardener, interviews former President Ena McGrattan
(President 2005-2007)

When Irish Eyes Are Smiling, from Dublin to Fort Myers!

| recently had the opportunity to interview Ena McGrattan, former Garden Council
President, currently a member of both Royal Palm and Fiddlesticks Garden Clubs and an
early, long-time friend of Berne Davis. Following are excerpts from our interesting and
lively discussion:
Ena (left) and Nora

Tell me a little about the circumstances leading to your arrival in Fort Myers (right) pictured at this
When my girls were in college in Dublin, we decided to come to Florida, as we were year’s Berne Davis
Luncheon

looking for somewhere with good weather all year. A friend recommended Naples, but
after terrible traffic delays on I-75 (being a 2-lane highway at the time), we decided on
Fort Myers, based on its proximity to the airport; ultimately building a home in the Fiddlesticks development in
1995.

2.How did you meet Berne Davis?

Upon arrival in Fort Myers, | quickly joined the Royal Palm Garden Club. At my first
Christmas luncheon with the club, President Chris Miles was busy chairing the
meeting, and she asked if | would sit with a friend of hers, Berne Davis. We got along
very well, and that was the beginning of a long friendship. Berne was a member of
the Periwinkle Garden Club. It was Berne, several years later, who encouraged me to
join Garden Council. | was Debbie Hughes’ vice president for four years, then be-
came president from 2005-2007.

3.What little fun facts can you share about Berne Davis?

| always had “fun” with Berne. She was an avid gardener, and hated to be disturbed during the day while
gardening. She always wore a fine, mesh net on her head, so her hair would look good at night. She didn’t like
going out for lunch, but was busy most nights at receptions, art exhibits, concerts and dinners. She loved her
lipstick, and was never without it, even reminding others to replenish theirs! Berne was tiny, but strong as an
ox, and when a friend would come over to prune big trees, she would ask him to please hold the branch, and
she did the sawing!

4. How did the idea for the Berne Davis Botanic Garden come about, and what were the early challenges?
Garden Council used to meet in a building in front of Lee Memorial hospital. The hospital needed our space,
and the city said if we vacated that building, they would find another suitable place for us. Sandy Kavouras, my
first vice president, knew of the land the city had purchased on Larchmont and Virginia Avenue. The small four-
apartment block building on Virginia was still standing and available. We approached the city with this in mind
for our new location. They leased us the building and three lots of land, with space for a garden as well. S1 a
year for 50 years! | asked Mayor Humphrey if | could pay him on the spot. Women power at its finest! It was
2005, and | was President at the time.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE BERNE DAVIS BOTANICAL GARDEN—continued

We were a great team; Berne introduced me to
landscape artist George Fogg. We met with him
at Fiddlesticks, and because of his respect for
Berne and his excitement about the project, he
agreed to design the Gardens pro bono. With
Mitzi Marckesano’s help (President May, 2009-
2011), | made up a miniature garden on
Styrofoam board, and carried it to all committee
meetings. (See photo). The building required a
lot of work, starting with the roof. The planning
involved building contractors, AC companies,
roofers, gazebo and fountain builders, landscape
planners etc.

| solicited deep and wide for money (from Oprah Winfrey to Jim Dwyer). Berne
Davis was the largest, most generous donor, so she was the natural choice for
naming the garden. We opened the Garden in February, 2009, when Diane
Raimey was President.

Berne with Barbara B. Mann

5. What are your current Gardening involvements?

| am a flower arranger, and Berne warmly appreciated my arrangements. | did a flower arrangement at every Council
meeting to encourage members to participate and compete at the Strolling flower show, held at the Bell Tower
Shops. | have competed in shows in New Zealand, Japan, France, England, US and Canada.

| am a member of WAFA (World Association of Florists). | am also a member of Royal Palm and Fiddlesticks Garden
Clubs.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE BERNE DAVIS BOTANICAL GARDEN—continued

6. What do you miss most about Ireland?
My three daughters and grandchildren, although | do have one of my lovely daughters living here in Fort Myers.

7.How can your legacy continue with new council members?

| hope that the visitors will enjoy their tour around the Berne Davis Botanical Gardens that | was honored to be a
part of from the beginning. Now with the master gardeners looking after it, it’s in tip-top shape; the best it’s been in
years, especially after hurricane lan. We now have that little piece of heaven that | dreamed of in the beginning,
thanks to all master gardeners who do their job lovingly and willingly. | continue to say, as | did when requesting
benefactors early on: “take a walk around our Little Piece of Heaven”!

I close with an invitation to our readers to visit Berne Davis Botanical Gardens, on Tuesdays from 9-12 noon May-
September, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-1 PM, beginning mid- October until May.

Nora Pearson
Master Gardener Volunteer at Berne Davis Botanical Gardens

Holiday Decorating Committee:

We are planning this year, through the talents of the members of our
newly formed Holiday Decorating Committee, to make natural holiday
decorations for our building, gardens, and gazebo. The first workshop to
begin creating garlands, stars, magnolia/pine cone flowers, etc. will be
on Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 9:30 AM. If you would like to participate, please
join us — bring a glue gun, scissors and clippers. If you can’t join us but
have any of the following materials that you can donate, please drop off
at the Council building on any Tuesday be-

tween 9 and noon:

Palm spathes

Palm inflorescence
Dried hydrangea flowers (white)
Gourds

Shells

Oyster shells
Milkweed pods
Seed pods

Grasses

Grapevine
Pinecones - large

Magnolia leaf flower and
bamboo skewer star

If you have florists wire that you no longer need, glue sticks, Spray paint, acrylic sealer or ornament hooks, all
would be gratefully received.
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BERRNE DAVIS GARDEN UPDATE
Carole Kerns, Assistant Garden Manager
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Our Master Gardener Volunteers have
been busy keeping the garden looking
lush and beautiful during the hot sum-
mer months. We were pleased to host a
visit on July 9" from NBC News reporter
Sean Martinelli. He showcased the gar-
den on his ‘Stories 2 Tell’ segment
which featured unique aspects of the
garden. Since then, our average sum-
mer attendance at the garden has in-
creased, and we have enjoyed showing
visitors our lovely summer bloomers.

This summer we have been working to create two areas to showcase palms and cycads, including cab-
bage palms, saw palmettos, a sago palm, and a ponytail palm.

In keeping with Florida Friendly Landscaping’s recommendation to
replace grassy areas with landscape, our ecologist, Nick Gallant,
eliminated two grassy areas opposite the new silk floss tree and
cleared out some bromeliads to make room for the palms and cy-
cads. Pam Signorelli, our resident artist, planted succulents on two
decorative rocks in the cycad area, and Sue Fero, Meryl O’Rourke,
and Nick were instrumental in planting and mulching these sections.
When completed, these areas will be a memorial to Steve Fero, who
devoted his time and talent to enhancing the beauty of the Berne
Davis Garden. A commemorative brick will be placed close to the
exhibit in Steve’s honor. Steve was the husband of Sue Fero, master
gardener and First Vice President of the Fort Myers-Lee County Gar-
den Council. Please take time to stop by and see these two special
areas, as well as our summer bloomers.

FMLCGC Dates to Remember

The Poinciana Garden Club

UF/IFAS Extension, David Outerbridge
SWEFL Orchid Society

The Poinciana Garden Club

FMLCGC Fall Social

Bonita Springs Tropical Fruit Club

Trash Off Trails Sat. Sept. 19, 2024
Mushroom Walk Wed. Sept. 25, 2024
Orchid Symposium Oct. 12-13, 2024
Trash Off Trails Sat. Oct. 17, 2024

A “Frightful” Halloween Fri. Oct. 25, 2024
Fundraising Sale Tue. Oct. 26, 2024




ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
Carolyn France

Good news, there is no sign of Red Tide or Blue Green Algae according to Sanibel Captiva Conservation
Foundation, (SCCF) at the Lee Co reporting stations.

The Army Corps of Engineers has a new commander for the Jacksonville district, Col. Brandon Bowman. The
Jacksonville district includes Lake Okeechobee, the Everglades and surrounding counties Col. Bowman has
worked with the emergency management wing of the Corps during disasters such as hurricanes, the fires in
Hawaii, and at the Frances Scott Key Bridge disaster in Baltimore last year. He is now in command of the
Everglades Project.

August 15th was an exciting day for all the people involved in finding solutions for clean water in our area. The
Army Corps of Engineers signed the LOSOM, the Lake Okeechobee System Operating Manual. This has been in
the making for the last five years. Organizations such as Captains For Clean Water, Friends of the Everglades,
South Florida Water Management District, SCCF and others have been working with the Corps to agree on
management of the water releases from Lake O. The Corps is in charge of these releases, including the
amount and direction of the water. This is the first time all the organizations and the public have been
involved in these decisions. Now the needs of Lake O, Port St. Lucie and the Everglades will be considered, not
just the sugar growers. Releases are made anytime the water in Lake O reaches 16.5-17 ft. St Lucie doesn’t
need water from Lake O. The salinity in the St. Lucie River is OK without additional water. The Caloosahatchee
needs Lake O water at times for the estuaries to sustain the wildlife and plant life in the river. Timing the
releases is important for the health of the Caloosahatchee and the Everglades.

The Everglades Restoration Project is our nation’s largest regulatory program ever. It includes hundreds of
water projects that could take decades to complete.

Enlightening Project: Preserving Paradise: SCCF, Captains for Clean Water, the Everglades Foundation, and
the Sanibel and Captiva Chamber of Commerce invited 23 business leaders to participate in a two-month long
program, which began Aug. 6, to learn the importance of clean water to their business. They will discuss the
science and politics behind SW Florida’s water quality.
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HORTICULTURAL TIDBITS
Wendy Sprague

WAITING FORFALL. ...

It’s almost fall. Time to pinch back poinsettias and mums to allow buds to form for a
winter bloom. Don’t prune poinsettias after September 10 as flower buds will begin to
develop in October. Flowering may be delayed or disrupted if fall temperatures are too
warm (could happen for sure) or too cold (we can only hope). Potted or planted in the
ground, if they have been well watered and mulched you should get a repeat season of
blooms. Fertilize when fertilizer restrictions lift after Sept. 30.

Heat tolerant herbs like rosemary, mint and Mexican tarragon, parsley and
basil (Blue basil, African basil and Thai Basil are more heat tolerant).

It's time to start your vegetable garden! No, this doesn’t have to be rows upon rows or raised beds. It can be
one or two large pots with good soil. The IFAS South Florida

Vegetable Gardening Guide (Planting-Guide-for-South-Florida-

Vegetables.pdf (ufl.edu)) suggests broccoli, collards, eggplant,

lettuce, peppers, and tomatoes, just to name a few. Remember

that most leafy lettuces can be added to salads leaf by leaf, you

don’t have to wait for the whole plant to mature to a head.

You can buy plants or start from seed. If the summer heat is

still intense (as it may very well be) you can start them from

seed indoors and plant them outdoors when the weather

begins to cool a bit (the reverse of up North). You can even be SO
daring as to mix vegetable plants amongst your landscape

plants (as long as you don’t have someone spraying those plants--that might spray your veggies as well). You
can plant different plants together, some veggie companions are tomatoes and basil, lettuce, or parsley,
peppers and basil or tomatoes, beans and squash, dill or peas...just to name a few. There is quite a lot of
information on companion planting online. Pick your favorite veggies but stick to the IFAS suggested list for
success.

Your Board members 2023-2025

President: Sylvia Swartz First VP: Susan Fero Second VP: Wendy Sprague Treasurer: Gail Shaw

Tel: 239-339-3778 Tel:518-496-2133 Tel: 239-728-6543 Tel:239-332-4942

Email: tamargal2@aol.com Email: sdf40@aol.com Email:ibseafox@aol.com Email: gail17410@comcast.net
Recording Sec: Paula Smith Corresponding Sec: Sylvia Lightbody Assistant Treasurer: Ria Benton
Tel: 412-915-1517 Tel: 239-233-5634 Tel:239-478-8560

Email: pacmss2023@gmail.com Email: slightbody@comcast.net Email: mjbenton51@gmail.com




